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TO:  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 


BEDFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  for  the  District  for  the  year  1968 a 


The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  are  again  satisfactory 
and  compare  favourably  with  those  of  the  country  as  a whole. 


For  very  many  years  there  has  been  international  agreement 
on  the  classification  of  diseases  and  causes  of  death  and  the 
Registrar  General  has  provided  annually  for  each  local  authority 
area  an  analysis  of  deaths  based  on  an  abridged  version  of  the 
International  List.  For  the  eighteen  years  to  1967,  this 
abridged  list  consisted  of  thirty-six  causes.  However,  following 
a further  revision  of  the  International  Classification,  the 
Registrar  General  has  revised  his  short  list  and  it  now  comprises 
sixty-five  causes.  Because  of  the  length  of  the  new  list,  the 
table  which  shows  the  causes  of  death  only  contains  those  causes 
from  which  a death  occurred. 


On  1st.  April,  1968,  the  Bedford  (Borough  of  Bedford)  Order 
1967,  came  into  force,  as  a result  of  which  the  Borough 
boundaries  were  changed  to  take  in  part  of  the  adjoining 
built-up  areas  of  Bedford  Rural  District.  This  caused  a net 
reduction  in  the  population  of  the  Rural  District,, 


No  major  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occurred,  and  once 
more  there  was  no  case  of  diptheria  or  poliomyelitis  in  the 
district. 


This  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  can.  only  be  maintained 
if  full  acceptance  of  the  immunisations  available  for  their 
children  is  continued  by  the  public.  Immunisation  against 
measles  was  commenced  by  the  Health  Department  of  the  County 
Council  in  1968  and  we  look  forward  to  the  beneficial  results 
of  this  in  the  years  to  come. 


I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their 
whole-hearted  co-operation,  and  the  members  of  the  staff, 
particularly  Mr.  Mills,  who  is  responsible  for  the  bulk  of 
this  report,  for  their  courtesy  and  efficiency  at  all  times. 


I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


A.  W.  C.  LOBBAN 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BEDFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
L N N U A L REPORT 
OF  THE 

MEDIC AL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1 . STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres 

• © © 

© • • 

• © « 

110,281 

Population  - 

Census  for  1961 . . * . . « 

© o © 

r • o 

0 0© 

33,725 

Registrar  General1 s estimate  of 

home 

population  mid-year  1968 

o « • 

• o • 

• 90 

35,580 

Number  of  inhabited  houses*.. 

© © • 

9 0 0 

O © 9 

11,698 

Rateable  value  at  1st,  April,  1968. 

V • 0 

# • o fcdp. 

592,269 

Estimated  sum  represented  by  a 

Penny  Rate 

at  1st.  April,  1968  ...  ... 

• e • 

© • • 

• • 0 

£6,440 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  

© • « 

315 

289 

604 

Illegitimate  « © • © o e © • © 

• e o 

11 

15 

26 

Totals... 

0*0 

326 

304 

630 

Crude  Birth  Rate.  ...  17.6 

per  1 

,000  home  population. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  0*.  17.2 

n 

1!  It 

tt 

(The  comparability  factor  for  the 

District  being  0o98) 

As  compared  with:- 

Average  of  last  five  years  . . . 

0 0 0 

19.5  po: 

'c  1,000 

home  population 

Adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire 

coo 

18.3 

it 

tt  it 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales.... 

O « 0 

16.9  11 

tt 

tt  tt 

Male 

Female 

Total 

I*e g it imai e © « • o o o © <* 

« 0 ® 

6 

1 

7 

Illegit imate  ...  ...  ... 

• © 0 

- 

- 

- 

Totals. . . 

© 0 0 

6 

1 

7 

Still  Birth  Rate 
As  compared  withs- 


11*0  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still 

births  . ) 


Average  of  last  five  year  11*8  " " 
Rate  for  Bedf ordshire . „ . . 14.2  11  " 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  14.0  11  " 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  (Continued «) 


DEATHS. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  in  the  District  ...  ...  . „ . 

198 

121 

319 

Transferred 

into  the 

DjLsij»x*ii_c"b  • • • • • » 

95 

77 

172 

Transferred 

from  the 

District 

52 

23 

75 

Totals. . • 

241 

175 

416 

Crude  Death  Rate  009  0.«  . 1106  per  1,000  hone  population 

Adjusted  Death  Rate.  »0.  ...  11.3  " " 11  " 

(The  comparability  factor  for  the  District  being  O097) 


As  compared  uiths- 

Average  of  last  five  years  00. 
Adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire.. 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . 0 


9.8  oer  1,000  home  population 

io  a » » 15 

n.9  " u " " 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 
one'  YEAR 'of  AGE 


Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate ...  ...  . . o ...  o.o  8 3 11 

Illegi  bimate . e . . ...  * . o ...  “•  ~ — 

Totals  0 . e 8 3 11 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  17.0  per  1.000  related  live 

births 


As  compared  with?- 
Average  of  last  five  years 

Rate  for  Bedf ordshire  . « » 
Rate  for  Eng lend  and  Wales 


© ® Q 


o o o 


• O • 


14« 6 per  1,000  related  live 
births  o 

15*7  " " n ” 

18*0  " « " » 


. DEATHS  CONNECTED  WITH 
CHILDBIRTH. 


Maternal  Mortality. ••  ...  . o.  Nil 
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SCHOOLS 


One  school  still  has  bucket  latrines  - Wilden. 
4.  ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH. 


(a)  Water  Supply. 

Adequate  supplies  of  water  have  been  maintained 
throughout  the  District  by  the  Bedfordshire  Water  Board, 

In  general,  the  Parishes  in  the  District  are  supplied 
from  the  Bedford  River  Ouse  Source,  However,  the  Parish 
of  Great  Barford  and  parts  of  Wilstead,  Eastcotts  and  Staploe 
are  supplied  from  the  Great  Ouse  Water  Authority,  G'rafham 
Source,  and  the  Parish  of  Wymington  has  a bulk  supply  from 
the  Higham  Ferrers  and  Rushden  Water  Board, 

An  analysis  of  dwellings  with  (a)  piped  water  supply  or 
(b)  a standpipe  within  easy  access  of  the  dwelling,  is 
given  below  for  the  parishes  where  this  information  is 
available . 


j 

PARISH 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Number  of 
Houses  with 
Piped  Water 

Number  of 
Houses  served 
by  standpipes 

Number  of 
houses  served 
by  other 
facilities 

Barford,  Great, 

481 

458 

14 

2 

Bletose, 

94 

87 

4 

2 

Bolnhurst  and  Keysoe, 

257 

236 

18 

1 

Carding ton. 

107 

97 

8 

2 | 

Carlton  and  Chellington. 

287 

283 

1 

i 

Clapham. 

1024 

1014 

10 

- 

Colmworth, 

132 

127 

4 

1 

Cople. 

248 

238 

4 

1 

Eastcotts, 

684 

678 

6 

- 

Harrold . 

435 

416 

7 

8 

Knotting  and  Souldrop. 

94 

91 

2 

- 

Little  St aught on. 

107 

103 

3 

- 

Milton  Ernest, 

154 

146 

3 

- 

Pertenhall, 

80 

80 

— 

— 

Ravensden, 

234 

219 

5 

- 

Renhold . 

417 

413 

3 

— 

Riseley, 

283 

272 

9 

1 

Roxton. 

226 

189 

23 

1 

Sharnbrook, 

429 

422 

4 

3 

Swine she ad. 

47 

45 

- 

1 

Thurleigh. 

170 

162 

4 

- 

Turvey. 

377 

363 

1 

6 

Wilden . 

137 

122 

5 

2 

Willington. 

225 

215 

- 

2 

Wilstead. 

365 

342 

15 

2 

Wootton. 

827 

821 

4 

1 

i 

— J 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  RAW  AND  TREATED 

"water.  — 

Bedford  River  Ouse  Source. 


RAW  WATER 


TREATED  WATER 


Range 


Average  , Range 


averagOj 


Turbidity  (A.T.U. ) 

Colour  (Haze  Units) 
Reaction  (pH) 

Electric  Conductivity 
(Reciprocal  Megohms 
per  ml  at  20°C.) 

1 Ammoniac al  Nitrogen  (Free 
and  Saline  Ammonia) 

I Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
I Oxygen  absorved  in  4 hrs. 

at  26.7  C. 
i Anionic  Detergent 
! Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
! Total  Hardness  mg/l 
; Total  Hardness,  degrees 
Clark 

| Carbonate  Hardness  as 
i CaCO^ 

Non  - Carbonate  Hardness 
CaC03 

I Calcium  as  CaCOo 
; Magnesium  as  CaCO^ 
j Nitrogen  in  Nitrites) 
j Nitrogen  in  Nitrates) 

| Free  Carbon  Dioxide 
j Fluorine  as  F 
j Sodium 
j Potassium 
i Iron  as  Fe 
Lead,  Zinc,  Copper 
Silica  as  Si02 
Sulphate  as  SO^ 

! Orthophosphate  as  PO^ 


3 - 305 

i 23 

8-125 

28 

7.35  - 9.10 

; 8.05 

380  - 810 

1 

690 

Nil  — 0,63 

0.14 

0.16  - 0.74 

0,41 

1*6  - 6.6  1 

3.0 

0.01  - 0.60 

0.13 

17-72 

36 

210  - 456 

331 

15  - 32 

27 

117  - 294 

233 

81  - 178  | 

143 

188  - 410  i 

346 

14-56 

35 

2.0  - 7.4  | 

4.3 

_ ! 

4 

0.15  - 0.25 

0.20 

11  - 18 

13.5 

5.0  - 6.3  > 

5.4 

0.09  - 3.0  | 

0.72 

- 

Nil 

Trace  - 10 

6.1 

84  - 155  ' 

130 

0.5  - 2.0  i 

1.0 

Nil  - 4.0 

o;3 

1-30 

6 

■ 7.10  - 3.10 

» 

7.63 

i 480  - 810 

630 

Nil  - Trace 

Nil 

! 0.09  - 0.45 

0.25  j 

0,6  - 2.4 

i.l  | 

0.01  - 0.17 

0.06  i 

: 24  - 86 

44 

230  - 404 

1 

320  : 

j 16-23 

i 23  j 

106  - 217 

143  1 

! 108  - 217 

i 

172 

j 212  - 358 

284 

| 18-56 

36 

■ 1.6  - 6.8 

i 

ca 

• 

cm 

i 

! ~ 

1 

7 

1 0.10  - 0,20 

0.15  ; 

10  - 21 

13.5 ; 

: 5.0  - 6.0 

5.3 

| Nil  - 0.28 

0.03 

- 

Nil  I 

Trace  - 8 

4.7  ; 

! 140-163  i 

154  j 

1 Nil  - 0.10  j 

0.04  | 

I 


(Results  in  Milligrammes  per  Litre) 


RAINFALL. 

(Bedford) 


\ 

1 

! MONTH 

i 

1 

Total 

Inches 

Greatest  Rainfall 
in  24  hours 

i 

Inches  Date 

No,  of  days 

with  ,01” 
or  more. 

No.  of  days  ; 
with  .04”  | 
or  more. 

j 

1 January. 

1.64 

1 ! 

18 

u — ! 

j February. 

0.93 

! ( 

i i 

\ 

12 

. 5 

! March 

[ 

0.52 

'( 

! \ 

14 

5 ! 

i April 

1.79 

t i 

1 f 

11 

i 

11 

1 May 

2.01 

i ' 

j J 

16 

11 

j June 

2.12 

• 5 

\ \ 

! i 

18 

13 

July 

5.03 

2.36  1 10/7/68  | 

14 

11  ! 

August 

2.60 

! 1 

21 

12  i 

September 

3.72 

i ! 

19 

n j 

October 

1.49 

! | 

15 

10  ! 

November 

1.61 

i ) 

19 

12 

December 

1.59 

i 

15 

7 

9 


(b)  DRAIN AGE  AND  SEWERAGE . 


The  sewerage  scheme  for  Roxton  village  came  into 
operation  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  Preliminary  works 
have  been  carried  out  on  schemes  for  the  remainder  of  Roxton 
parish*  i«e0  Wyboston  and  Chawston  and  also  on  the  replacement 
disposal  plant  for  Stewartby, 


An  interesting  project  ha.s  been  undertaken  by  the 
Council’s  Engineering  Department  to  provide  an  extended 
aeration  activated  sludge  sewage  disposal  plant  scaled  down 
in  size  to  serve  a small  group  of  Council  houses  at  Wilder. • 
If  this  plant  proves  to  be  successful  there  are  hopes  that 
similar  plants  could  eventually  be  commissioned . to  serve 
isolated  clusters  of  dwellings  within  the  district. 


Work  is  also  in  hand  for  the  design  of  an  extension  U 
the  existing  works  at  Chellington. 

(c)  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Pollution  of  watercourses  from  unauthorised  discharges 
from  cesspools  and  soptic  tanks  often  gives  rise  to  complaint. 
Whilst  the  effects  of  this  pollution  are  usually  localised*  in 
can  often  give  rise  to  a nuisance  to  nearby  inhabitants,  ^ os 
these  properties  with  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  are  located 
in  areas  where  there  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  a sewerage 
system  being  provided*  frequent  emptyings  of  those  receptacles 
is  the  only  immediate  solution  to  the  problem  in  many  cases. 

An  extension  of  the  Council’s  cesspool  emptying  service  will 
give  some  measure  of  relief  to  the  problem, 

(d)  CLOSET  ACCOMODATION. 

Whilst  the  number  of  pail  closets  in  several  villages 
continues  to  decrease*  the  rate  01  progress  with  the 
conversion  of  the  remaining  pails  is  getting  progressively 
slower  due  to  the  reluctance  of  owners  to  carry  out  this  work 
voluntarily , Preliminary  consideration  was  given  by  the 

Public  Health  Committee  to  the  question  of  the  use  of  compulsion 
to  secure  the  abolition  of  these  remaining  pail  closets. 


(e)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  is  now  carried 
out  in  all  parishes  and  has  generally  been  .satisfactorily 
maintained  throughout  the  year.  The  constantly  increasing, 
volume  of  refuse  does  provide  problems*  both  in  its  collection 
and  disposal,  however*  which  have  to  be  kept  under  constant 
review.  One  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  men  who  maintain 
this  essential  service  regardless  of  the  weather  conditions 
encountered  in  this  Country, 


Litter  can  be  a serious  problem  in  the  countryside 
and  the  facilities  being  provided  as  a result  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act*  1967  have  not  yet  provided  the 
complete  answer  to  this  problem.  Cleaning  up  operations  have 
been  carried  out  by  the  one  or  two  Parish  Councils  with 
financial  assistance  from  this  Council. 
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(f)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  following  list  gives  the  statistics  relative  to  the 
sanitary  inspection  of  the  areas- 


Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year* 

Visits  to  houses  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  . . , 

Visits  to  other  premises  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Visits  to  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts  

Infectious  disease  and  food  poisoning  investigations 

Visits  to  food  premises  „ . 

Inspections  of  slaughterhouses  

Inspections  of  knackers  yards  . . . ... 

Inspections  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs 

Factory  inspections  

Visits  to  caravan  sites  

Smoke  abatement  

Inspections  of  licensed  premises..  ... 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  Rent  Act,  1957. 

Inspections  in  connection  with  the  Prevention  of  Damage 

by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Offices  and  Shops  ... 

/'griculture,  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare)  Act  ... 

Noise  abatement  ...  ... 

INSPECTIONS OF  HOUSES  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 


Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  o..  ...  ... 

Defects  prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance.. 

Defective  or  blocked  drains..  

Overflowing  or  leaking  cesspools..  ...  ... 

Defective  or  insanitary  closet  accommodation. 

Filthy  or  verminous  promises  

Sundry  Visits  ... 


6 • 

• O 


6,197 

453 

297 

1,407 

29 

451 

4 

8 

742 

10 

93 

6 

107 


4539 

61 

62 

9 


23 

61 

150 

122 

2 

1 

94 


INSPECTIONS  OF  OTHER  PREMISES  AND  PLACES  UNDER  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.  1936. 


Refuse  Tips  . . . 

• ii 

• • • 

III  III 

» • 0 

• * • 

0 0 0 

31 

Ditches  and  Streams 

• • • 

e • © 

• • • • 0 • 

• 0 0 

III 

0 0 0 

145 

Licensed  premises 

• « • 

eii 

• l«  f I • 

• « O 

• • • 

0 0 0 

46 

Places  of  public  entertainments 

(Village 

Halls) 

e • o 

0 0 0 

30 

Water  samples  ... 

• • • 

• 00 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

17 

Keeping  of  animals 

• 01 

0 0 • 

t « • o • • 

• • © 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

2.0 

Accumulations  . . . 

• • • 

• • • 

0 O 0 0*0 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

15 

Sundry  nuisances. 

III 

• • ® I • 1 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

— 

Swimming  Pools . . . 

0 0 • 

III 

• • • III 

• ii 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

3 

SUMMARY  OF  MATTERS  DEALT  WITH  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 

1936. 


Informal  notices  served  ... 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ... 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  

Statutory  notices  complied  with. 


Ill  © c ® 
• • • • 
0 0#  • • • 
• I • • • • 


39 

33 

5 

1 


(g)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Only  one  case  of  dark  smoke  being  emitted  from  an  industrial 
chimney  was  noted.  The  cause  of  this  emission  x/as  due  to  a 
mechanical  failure  in  the  stoking  equipment  and  this  fault  was 
subsequently  rectified. 
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(h)  CARAVAN  SITES. 


Number  of  residential  sites  with  more  than  three  vans  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  individual  residential  sites...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  recreational  sites  ...  ...  ...  4 

Satisfactory  conditions  are  being  maintained  on  the 
residential  sites  in  the  district.  In  fact  the  standards 
achieved  are  often  beyond  those  specified  by  the  Council  in  the 
conditions  attached  to  the  caravan  site  licences  and  are 
indicative  of  the  attitude  of  the  various  proprietors  to  provide 
satisfactory  amenities  for  caravan  dwellers. 

An  amended  site  licence  condition  was  made  on  the 
licences  of  all  the  residential  sites  requiring  prior  approval  to 
be  obtained  from  the  Council  before  any  additional  building  or 
wooden  fence  can  be  erected.  This  condition  has  been  imposed  to 
minimise  the  fire  risk  on  the  sites  by  controlling  any  encroachment 
on  the  zones  of  open  space  surrounding  the  caravans. 

The  problem  of  the  provision  of  permanent  sites  to 
accommodate  unauthorised  caravans  in  the  County  does  not  yet 
appear  to  have  been  resolved.  If  suitable  sites  are  not  forth- 
coming, it  might  be  desirable  to  consider  the  possibility  of 
suitable  amenities  being  provided  on  the  land  of  those  owners  who 
regularly  use  caravan  dwellers  for  casual  seasonal  labour. 

(i)  RATS  AND  MICE  - PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949. 

The  Council  employ  one  Rodent  Officer,  who  is  responsible 
for  the  survey  of  the  area  and  for  treatment  of  domestic  premises 
in  which  rats  and  mice  are  found.  The  treatment  of  domestic  premises 
is  carried  out  as  a free  service. 

Agricultural  land  and  premises  are  also  surveyed  to 
ensure  that  the  occupiers  are  fulfilling  their  obligations  under 
the  Act. 

200  manholes  in  the  villages  of  Clapham,  Stevington  and 
Wymington  were  baited  with  fluorocetamide . 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  undertaken 
by  the  end  of  the  years- 

PESTS  ACT. 

TYPE  OF  PROPERTY. 

Non  Agricultural,  Agricultural . 


(A)  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 


inspected  following  notification 

622 

2 

Number  infested  by  (1 ) Rats 

183 

1 

(2)  Mice 

2 

Revisits  to  premises  under  (A) 

741 

9 

(B)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  reasons  other 

than  notification 

377 

104 

Number  infested  by  (1 ) Rats 

160 

20 

(2)  Mice 

6 

5 

Revisits  to  premises  under  (B) 

636 

48 

(C)  Visits  to  premises  for  other  pests 

29 

Nil 

12 


SWIMMING  POOLS. 


(j) 


One  swimming  pool  is  in  use  in  the  area#  The  pool  is 
privately  owned  but  members  of  the  public  are  admitted  at 
certain  times  of  the  week. 


Routine  bacteriological  tests  of  the  water  have 
revealed  that  a satisfactory  standard  has  been  maintained 
in  the  pool. 

(k)  NOISE. 

No  serious  problems  have  arisen  from  noise  during 

the  year. 

One  complaint  received  concerned  an  alleged  nuisance 
said  to  be  arising  from  increased  traffic  fron  an  industrial 
undertaking  in  the  District,  but  lengthy  observations  in  the 
vicinity  together  with  the  readings  on  a sound  level  meter 
failed  to  produce  any  evidence  of  the  existence  of  a noise 
nuisance, 

(l)  FARMS. 

Routine  inspections  of  sanitary  accommodation  for 
farmworkers  have  been  made  at  agricultural  units  and  permanent 
facilities  improved  where  necessary.  The  sanitary  accomm- 
odation facilities  for  temporary  workers  in  the  fields  still 
leave  room  for  improvement. 

Number  of  visits  to  agricultural  unite  - 62 
5.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  PIE  AT  INSPECTION. 


Number  of  slaughterhouses  licensed  4 

Number  of  knackers  yards  licensed  1 

The  slaughterhouse  serving  the  wholesale  meat 
business  changed  hands  during  the  year.  Whilst  the  amount 
of  slaughtering  at  this  establishment  has  not  materially 
changed  so  far,  the  new  proprietor  has  indicated  that  he 
intends  to  increase  the  business  and  to  enalrge  the 
slaughterhouse  to  achieve  this  end.  Any  material  change 
in  the  size  of  this  slaughterhouse  would  require  Ministerial 
approval . 


Slaughtering  has  continued  at  the  slaughterhouse 
attached  to  a food  research  establishment  in  the  district 
where  most  of  the  meat  passes  into  the  normal  distribution 
channels,  the  remainder  being  kept  on  the  premises  for 
research  work.  The  other  two  slaughterhouses  are  operated 
merely  to  provide  meat  for  the  retail  shop  attached  to  the 
premises  in  each  case. 

Over  twelve  tons  of  meat  and  offal  were  rejected 
as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  was  disposed  of  in 
a processing  plant  to  render  it  sterile. 


Limber  of  animals  inspected. . . 

Number  of  visits  made  for  meat 
inspection  . . . 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal 
re j ected  0 . . 


11,170 

742 

27510-lbs. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONTEMNED  IN  WHOLE 

OR  IN  PART, 


• ■“*  “r  ■ ___  's  T-  ■ 

Cattle 

EXCLUDING 

Cows 

Cows, 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

1273 

209 

230 

3427 

6031 

11170 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

12 

14 

9 

23 

50 

113 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

254 

66 

5 

134 

361 

820  i 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci. 

20,9 

42 

6.09 

4.72 

6,3 

8.33 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

1 

organ  was  condemned. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45 

45  | 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  by 
tuberculosis. 

_ 

0.745 

j 

0,403  | 

t 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

10 

1 

_ 

1 — 1 
» — 1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Generalised  and  total 
condemned . 

- 

- 

- 

! 

- 

i 

- 1 

i 

(b)  POULTRY  INSPECTION. 


There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  being  operated 
within  the  district. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  (PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY)  REGULATIONS,  1958 o 


The  occupier  of  every  knackers  yard  is  required  to  submit 
an  annual  return  showing  the  total  number  of  horses  slaughtered*  the 
place  at  which  they  were  slaughtered*  and  the  total  number  of  horses 
received  during  that  year.  There  is  one  knackers  yard  in  the  area. 


Knackers  Yard  occupier.  ...  Chettle  & Sons  Limited. 

Address  of  Licensed  Knackers 

Yard.  ...  Gooseys  Lodge *Wyming ton. 

Number  of  Horses  slaughtered 

at  Knackers  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Number  of  Horses  slaughtered 

on  Farms 

Number  of  carcases  of  Horses 

received 


© c c e o o c o 


a co  o 0 a ooe  • e 9 


Total  number  of  Horses  slaughtered 

and  carcases • received  ... 


SCO  o 


19 
27 

. . 46 


(c)  FOOD  . 


Food  premises  in  the  area:- 


jNo.  to  which  i No  a fitted  ' 


Type.  jNumber. 

| 

Number  1 Reg: 19  Food 

with  iHygiene  Regs: 

washbasins.  ! applies. 

to  comply  . 
with  Reg:  j 
19. 

Grocery  and  General  J 
Stores,  j 

SI 

SI 

1 — 1 

to 

j — l 

to 

1 

Butchers. 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Restaurants,  Cafes  | 
and  Canteens 

j 

21 

20 

21 

1 

1 

21 

Greengrocery.  1 

4 

3 

4 

3 

1 

Sweet  Confectionery  \ 

6 

6 

— 

i 

; 

i Wet/Fried  Fish  Shops 

1 

1 

1 

1 I 

Bakehouses 

3 

3 

3 

3 

! Ice  Cream  Retailers  | 

93 

93 

t 

1 

! 

j 

j Licensed  Premises 

109 

; 109 

0 

1 — 1 

Slaughterhouses.  , 

f 

4 

4 

4 

1 

4 | 

Regular  visits  are  made  to  food  premises,  particular 
attention  being  given  to  these  places  where  food  is  prepared  and 
handled,  i,e.  cafes,  bakehouses,  etc.  The  standard  of  food 
handling  is  generally  satisfactory  in  the  various  food  premises* 

There  is  an  increasing  tendency  for  the  occupiers  of 
licensed  premises  to  carry  out  catering  on  the  premises.  Whilst 
these  catering  activities  are  often  restricted  to  the  preparation 
of  snacks,  a number  of  licensed  premises  now  offer  full  meal 
facilities.  A close  watch  is  being  kept  on  these  catering 
developments  to  ensure  that  the  kitchen  facilities  are  adequate 
for  the  scale  of  catering  carried  out. 

Shop  keepers  are  reminded  during  the  routine  inspections 
of  the  need  for  adequate  rotation  of  stock  and  also  for  observing 
the  correct  shelf  life  of  perishable  commodities.  The  shopkeepers 
are  encouraged  to  use  a suitable  system  of  coding  on  these  latter 
commodities. 


Mobile  food  traders'  vehicles  are  inspected  when  they 
are  encountered  in  the  area  and  are  generally  found  to  be 
complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets, 
Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966.  It  is  an 
almost  impossible  task  to  keep  a check  on  all  the  mobile  traders 
who  flit  in  and  out  of  the  district  in  the  absence  of  any  legal 
requirement  for  this  type  of  trader  to  be  registered. 

The  following  complaints  of  unsound  or  unsatisfactory 
food  were  investigated :- 


(1 ) Decomposed  tin  of  pork  luncheon 

meat . ...  ...  o.o  ...  ... 

(2 ) Mould  in  meat  pasty ...  ...  ... 

(3)  Mouldy  minced  beef  pie  ...  ... 


Unsound  food  surrendered  and  condemned. 

- 15  - 


Warning  letter. 

Warning  letter. 

Court  case  taken  under 
Section  2 of  the  Food 
& Drugs  Act,  1955.  ~ 
Defendant  found  guilty 
and  fined  £15.  plus 
5 gns.  Fees. 

10-lbs . 


( d ) PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  16  OF  THE  FOOD  AMD 

DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 


Ice  Cream  Retailers  . 0 . . ...  . . . 102 

Sausage  and/or  Meat  Product  Manufactuers  14 

Bacteriological  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  have  indicated 
that  a satisfactory  standard  is  being  maintained. 

The  sausage  and  meat  product  manufacturers  are  all  based 
in  butcher’s  shops  and  are  inspected  during  visits  to  those 
premises. 

(e)  MILK  SUPPLY. 


Routine  control  by  bacteriological  and  chemical  samplings 
of  milk,  and  also  the  supervision  of  milk  processing  plants  is 
carried  out  by  the  County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 
This  Authority  is  also  responsible  for  the  issue  of  all  dealers’ 
milk  licences c 


6.  HOUSING. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses... 


® • • • * • 6*9 


" houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  the  year  ... 


• ♦ • • • • o e 


" conversions  and  adaptations  completed 
by  private  enterprise  

’’  conversions  and  adaptations  completed 
by  the  Council 


O c • •••  • • O ©00 


11,698 

371 


" units  erected  by  the  Council.. 


o • © o 
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The  emphasis  on  housing  is  now  leaning  towards  a policy  of 
renovation  and  improvement  of  existing  sub- standard  houses  as  it 
is  apparent  that  these  dwellings  can  be  kept  in  circulation  for  a 
much  smaller  expenditure  than  the  cost  of  providing  new  accommodation. 
The  revised  improvement  grant  schemes  and  changes  in  rent  control 
should  also  add  impetus  to  the  rate  of  improvement  of  old  properties. 
Grants  were  paid  for  the  improvement  of  108  properties. 

The  existing  powers  which  permit  a tenant  to  request  the 
Council  to  secure  compulsory  improvements  have  resulted  in  two 
properties  being  improved  by  this  procedure  and  Improvement  Notices 
served  for  three  other  dwellings.  It  is  extremely  surprising  that 
more  tenants  do  not  avail  themselves  of  this  procedure  to  get  their 
properties  modernised. 

Action  was  taken  to  secure  Closing  or  Demolition  Orders  on 
ten  properties  and  thirteen  dwellings  were  demolished.  It  was 
necessary  for  the  Council  to  demolish  three  of  these  houses  where 
the  owner  had  not  complied  with  the  Demolition  Order,  Three 
dwellings,  previously  closed,  were  fully  renovated  and  improved 
and  the  Orders  revoked. 


INSPECTIONS  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT 
Housing  Survey  Visits ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ...  ... 

Number  of  visits ... 


J 22U 
1,047 
10 
18 
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REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  0? 

FORMAL  NOTICES. 


Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Aithority  or  their  Officers. 

ACTION  UNDE.!  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR, 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957:- 

(1 ) Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 

xdiich  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs •••  • • • * • • • • • • • • * • • 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notice 

( a ) Dy  owners . . « . . « ...  . . « • . , 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners • « . . . « » • • » » . . 

B.  Proceedings  Under  Public  Health  Acts 

C.  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957:- 

(1 ) Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made.  ... 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ... 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1957,  to  secure  closure  of  part  of  a 
building . ...  »•♦  ...  ••»  ... 

E.  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957,  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made, ... 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1949  - 1964,  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS . 

DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS. 


Number  of  inspections  , . • 
Applications  approved  ... 

Number  of  houses  concerned 
Applications  refused  . . . 
Applications  withdrawn... 
Improvements  completed... 

Now  units  of  accommodation  provided 


• • • 

• « • 

• » • 


91 

25 
28 

2 

26 


STANDARD  GRANTS. 

Number  of  inspections  . . . 
Applications  approved  ... 
Number  of  houses  concerned 
Applications  refused  . . . 
Applications  withdrawn... 
Improvements  completed... 

COMPULSORY  IMPROVEMENTS. 


259 

57 

60 


Number  of  representations  made  by  tenants. 
Number  of  preliminary  notices  served.  ... 
Number  of  immediate  improvement  notices 

served... 

Number  of  dwellings  improved..  ...  ... 

RENT  ACT,  1957.  - No  action  was  necessary  under  the 

- 17  - 


4 

4 

3 

2 

Act, 


7.  OFFICES  AMD  SHOPS. 


Visits  to  offices  and  shops  have  revealed  only  a small 
number  of  contraventions  of  the  requirements  of  the  Offices,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  and  these  were  mainly  of  a minor 
nature • 

No  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year0 

REGISTRATION  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS . 


GLASS  OF  PREMISES. 


:Number  of  ) Total  number 
; Premises  -of  registered 
Registered! Premises  at 
jduring  the|ond  of  Year# 
i Year, 


Offices 

Retail  Shops  ; 

Whole  salLe  Shops,  Ware-  j 
houses,  j 
Catering  establishment^ 
open  to  the  public,| 
canteens. 

Fuel  storage  depots.  i 


Number  of 

Registered  Premises 
Receiving  a General 
Inspection  During 
the  Year. 


Nil 

35  | 

1 

Nil 

j 

63  | 

15 

Nil  j 

i 

i 

3 

1 

1 

Nil 

l 

Nil 

! 

13 

2 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Number  of  visits  to  registered  premises  . . . 


54 


ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 
REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE . 


Class  of  Workplace, 

— . — 1 

1 

Number  of 

Persons 

Employed 

I 

j 0i_  © S • M O « O • O • © 1 1 • • 0 • ««•  © S o 

Ho  Ucull  SilOpS  © .9  • a 9 0 9 • • 9«Q  © • © O 0 e 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  ooe 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  Public  <>•* 

1 Canteens  e © • o o © o © * 9 o « ©00  © ® ® 

j Fuel  Storage  Depots  . . * © « © © 

286 

154 

56 

78 

44 

6 

1 

TOTAL  ...  0 « . 



j 

624 

Total  Males  . . » 

I 

291 

.. 

Total  Females© 0 

333  1 

No  exemption  for  covering  working  space,  room  temperatures, 
sanitary  conveniences  or  washing  facilities  were  granted. 

Number  of  prosecutions  instituted..  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Inspectors  appointed  under 
Section  52(1)  or  (5)  of  the  Act..  ...  3 
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8.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Notifications  by  Ago  Groups, 


DISEASE . 

; 

0 

1 

Wt 

5-15 

Over 

15 

Age 

Unknown . 

Total 

^ - 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

Measles  • • • • o • 

21 

8 

2 

" 

31 

Whooping  cough. . . 

19 

12 

5 

- 

36 

1 

Scarlet  fever  . . . 

12 

3 

_ 

15 

_ 

Pneumonia. . ... 

- 

- 

3 

— 

3 

_ 

Infective  Jaundice 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Dysentery 

Gastro-enteritis 
due  to  Salmonella 

1 

7 

3 

_ 

11 

1 

B # » # •••  • • Q 

- 

2 

- 

2 

2 

9.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Tuberculosis  in  Age  Groups. 


AGE. 

New  Cases, 

Deaths • 

- ■— - — -♦ 

I 

Pulmonary . 

Non-Pulmonary  .j 

Pulmonary . 

Non-Pulmonary . 

M.  * 

F. 

! 

TV  T?  1 

x jL  . ^ J.  . 

• M. 

Fo 

M. 

• F. 

( 

j Under  1 year 

- j 

mmm 

- ! - j 

~ 

u_  -j 

j 

1 - 5 years 

“ 

- 

— j 

- 

! 

5-15  years 

_ i 

- 

- 1 - 1 

- 

\ 

15  - 35  years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- i 

35  - 65  years 

1 I 

- 

- j 1 ! 

- 

- 

1 

i 

Over  65  years 

- i 

1 

1 

: 

1 

1 

1 

f 

i 

TOTALS.. 

1 

i .....  . 

2 

1 

1 

! 

- ! 2 
i ! 

1 

1 

1 

t 

• ! 

Number  on  Register  at  End  of  Year. 


I hies.  Female  s , 

Pulmonary ...  ...  ...  32  19 

Non-Pulmonary  — 11 

IIASj  radiography. 

A mobile  X-Ray  unit  visits  the  Market  Place  (by  Town 
Bridge,)  Bedford,  once  each  week  on  Thursdays,  from  2«15  to 
3.45  p.m.  During  this  time  patients  sent  by  their  doctors 
can  quickly  be  x-rayed. 

10.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  1948.  SECTION  47. 

Section  4V  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  gives 
the  Local  Authority  power  to  compulsorily  remove  to  hospital  or 
other  suitable  premises,  persons  suffering  from  grave  chronic 
disease,  and/or,  who  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically 
incapacitated,  or  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  being 
unable  to  devote  to  themselves  or  are  not  receiving  from 
others,  proper  care  and  attention. 

This  Section  was  not  used  during  1968. 
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11 . CLEANSING  OF  VERMINOUS . PERSONS. 


12. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Section  85. 

This  Section  principally  refers  to  school  children  with 
verminous  heads.  They  are  dealt  with  as  a routine  matter  by 
the  School  Nurses  and  call  for  no  particular  comment.  The 
condition  is  far  loss  common  than  it  was  several  years  ago. 

There  is  an  arrangement  with  the  Borough  of  Bedford 
Health  Department  to  treat  general  infestations  at  Bedford. 

Modern  treatment  of  scabies  no  longer  necessitates 
cleansing  under  this  Section,  though  arrangements  we re  made 
with  the  Borough  Health  Department,  at  the  special  request  of 
a Genral  Practitioner,  for  bedding  to  be  steam  disinfested 
following  cases  of  scabies  in  one  household. 


FACTORIES. 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1961. 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 

(a)  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)- 


r 


PREMISES. 

(1) 


| Number 
on 

Register [ 


(2) 


F= 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,4 
and  6 are  to  be  j 
enforced  by  Local  j 
Authorities. 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
L o c o.l  Autho  r i ty . 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  j 
which  Section  7 j 
is  enforced  by  the! 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-  j 


86 


workers1  premises 


TOTALS 


91 


Written  j Occupiers 
[Inspections! Notices  ! Prosecuted 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


r 


12 


12 
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(b)  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 

"cases'1 . ) 


PARTICULARS. 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found. 

No,  of  cases 
in  which 

• Referred. 

prosecutions 

j.  — 

Found! 

-t 

Remedied 

1 

n 1 11  ■ 

To  H.M.  j By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

were 

instituted . 

i Want  of  cleanliness  (S«l) 



- — 

“ 

_ — 1 

— 

| Overcrowding  ...  ..(S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

temperature  ...  . „ ( S .3  ) 

_ 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors(S06) 



- 

- 

, 

J 

i 

i 

i 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 

(So7 ) 

| (a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective. . 

, 

1 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 
i for  sexes. . . . 

1 Other  offences  against 
! the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
i Outwork) 

i 

..  .... 

i 

1 

1 

j 

i 

■ 

| TOTALS 

j 

i 

! 

i 

i 

FART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

(c)  OUTWORK. 

(Sections  110  and  111.) 


SECTION  110. 

j 

SECTION 

. 111. 

p 

R 

Nature 

of 

Work. 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Sect; 
110(1) (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No*  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No*  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole- 

some 

premises 

' 

Notices 

Served 

0 

S 

u 

T 

c 

I 

s i 

o 

Wearing  apparel 
— Making,  etc. 

5 

. 

wil.--.-,-.  j 

i 

— | 

Curtains  and 

furniture 

hangings. 

2 

~ 

i 

i 

1 

i 

Furniture  and 

i 

♦ 

Upholstery. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

_ 

i 

1 

TOTALS.. 

7 

- I 

_ 

- 

i 

I 

j 

21 


